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fowan who met
Gorbachev glat
he rose so high

By KEN FUSON

_unmatched by most Westerp officials.

Rosrater Swrf Wriner )
An lowa bapker who expects to
meet with Mikbail Gorbachev this
summer describes the pew Soviet
}ezder as & pragmat-
ic, straightforward
map whose agricul-
tural expertise may
result in increased
trade with the Unit-
ed States. :
Johp

Chrystal,
president and chief '

executive officer of %t
Bankers Trust Co. in it R
.Des Moipes, basmet = . JOMN
twice with Gorbach- . . CHRYSTAL -

ev, providing hun with a perspective

.

The 54-vear-old Gorbachev was
pamed Mopday &s general secretary
of the Communist Party. He succeeds
Konstantio Chernenko, 73, who died
Sunday. :

“I'm bappy tbat he is the general

AN

P

] thnk it does give us & fresh op-
portunity,” said Will:ame, who met for
abou: two hours with Gorbachev last
Lrecember.

Czrvsial, who has made more than a
dozen trips Lo the Soviet Urob. said he
has been invited to returu tc the
Liremlin this July acd expects to meet
with Gorbachbev. Asked if Gorbachev
invited him, Chrystal rephed: “1 think
| indirectly.”

wo men, who share an agricu)-

tural background. are hard}v strang-
ers. in faci. one ussian Jeader told

secretary,” Chrystal said of Gorbach- |

ev.

Chrysta) said be believes Gorbach-
ev will promote changes to boister the
Soviet Union's ailing economy. “I1
were going to appraise him, 1 would
think that be probably thinks good eco-
nomics is good politics,” be says.
rhose changes, be said, could ip-
clude increased American trade,
whick ultimately would belp Ameri-
cap agricultere. “7 would think that's
a possibility,” be said. “] think be's a
very pragmatic man.”

Tpe Soviet leader, be adds, may
baveless of an kmpact oo joreign rele-

| tions &nd -arms contro) talks, because

roany of those decisions are made by a
committee. - ;.

But Shiriey Williams, co-founder
and president o! tne Social Democrat-
ic Party of Grea: Britaip and a visit-
ing professor at Grinpell College, be-
lieves the ascension of Gorbacbev
offers hope for improving Last-West

relations.

Chrvsial he was the first American to

Fave an extenged cConversation with
ibe map who now leads the Soviet
W

~o:(a) regarding bis CONVersations
in MOSCOow.

Chrystal first met Gorbachev in
1981 at the Communist Party Central
Comrmittee's headquarters in Moscow,
They talked for about an hour and a
balf. The second meeting occurred in
November 1982 and lasted about two.
bours. Agricultural issues domninated
the conversations. L

The first meeting, Chrystal said last
year, “was somewhat forrnal, with ope
persop speaking. then the otber.” The

' 1983 meeting “was much more easy-

Half of it bad to @o with the relation-

ship with the two countries, balf with
agriculture, .-
uSeveral times during the first half

of the meeting he said, ‘Tpere is still

_ tirpe to find some accord.’ He said the

United States bad once been pre-emi-.
pent in the world, both economically-
apd militarily, and that we now must-

realize that this was Do Jonger the
truth, that other countries had grown
economically and militarily.”

pothing troublesome about Soviet ag-
riculture, because there are troubles.”

Williamns said Gorbachev met with
. six members of the Social Democratic
| Party during his trip to London last.

December. .

“He had an air of considerable con-

fidence,” she said, “whick led me to

believe be kpew he was going to bethe

. )eader then.”

. During tbe meeting, Williams said; -
Gorbachev proved “extremely re;

| sponsive and quite easy to exchange

| views with,” except oo buman Tights

 three or four terms.”

Chrystal said Monday that be has’
found Gorbachev to be “personable’
~ and forthright, pot claiming there was:

ssves. “Be was pretty sensitive on
that 1ssue.”

Willams said she believes Gorbach-
ev will closely walch the progress of
arms talks in Geneva. Those talks. sne
said, provide the United States with
the opportunity to show a new Soviet
Jeager that it is serious about reducing
the number of nuciear missiles.

“His whole style is one that suggests
to me that be’s going to have more in-
fluence than his predecessors," she
said. “He’s like a first-term president
with a pretty certain indication that
he's going to be there for the next
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